The validity of 96 species was recognised. For the majority of these, descriptions and illustrations prepared by the authors are included.
A very original approach of Bondarenko and Kontrimavichus is the examination of the life cycles of the species studied under natural and experimental conditions. They managed to obtain life-cycle data for 42 species of the studied group. They revealed that the metacestode development and the structure of the cysticercoids followed six main patterns, most of which are described by them for the first time. This makes the present volume not only an essential source for the taxonomy of the group but also one of the most important recent publications on developmental biology of tapeworms. During the postembryonic development of the Aploparaksidae, the formation of the so-called "lacuna primitiva" is always observed. The putative role of this peculiar structure and that of the cercomer in the ontogeny of the Aploparaksidae is discussed by the authors.
The great majority of descriptions and re-descriptions included in this volume are accompanied by excellent original illustrations.
For each species, the authors have included a list of definitive and intermediate hosts (if known) and data of the site of infection and geographical distribution. An essential element is the re-evaluation of previous records, which corrects some of the earlier identifications in view of recent developments in our knowledge of the group. Detailed and well-illustrated descriptions are presented, often accompanied by data on the variability of characters of taxonomic importance. When available, information on the life cycle is presented, including a description of the cysticercoid. Data on the location and the acquisition numbers of museum specimens are also presented.
The text is organised into seven chapters and accompanied by a very extensive bibliography, which includes both old and recent publications. The first chapter, the introduction, provides important information on the origin of material included in this book. The following chapter includes historical data and basic characteristics of the group. The next three chapters are each devoted to: (a) notes on the phylogeny of the group and evolutionary relationships of these parasites with their hosts; (b) ontogenesis and life cycles; and (c) systematics, the most important chapter which fills about 80% of the volume. 
